Down by the Riverside Rally, Cricket Bat Field, Radcot, 2"-9"" September 2026.
We arrived about 4pm on Wednesday 2" September, to be warmly greeted by the rally

marshals, John, Dillwyn and Heather, (Judy was in hospital) and shown to our pitch right beside
the river Thames. After setting up we walked the dogs and cooked tea, before going to the
Colman shelters for the Welcome evening to pay our fees and chat to the other ralliers. It was
explained that Cricket Bat field is so named because of the white willows that are grown there
to make cricket bats, apparently 27 bats from each tree!
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On Thursday morning breakfast baps were served by the rally marshals, with sausage bacon,

tea and coffee available. This was a lovely chatty get-together with everyone. Afterwards we
went to Webb’s garden centre for coffee and cake where we met some of the other ralliers! We
also bought some plants and calendars. This was a personal journey for us as we then visited
some family graves in Kingston Bagpuize and Stanford in the Vale to put some plants on each
one. Luckily, a bright sunny day. We met up in the shelters again in the evening.

Friday was a duller day, so we decided to visit Oxford, where we hadn’t been for about 50 years!
We used the Park and Ride which only cost £3 to park all day and covered our bus tickets plus
two dogs! After walking around the town we had a tasty fish and chip lunch in the Crown Inn,
which apparently Danno visited several times in his youth! Some ralliers had visited Cotswold
farm park where you can take well-behaved dogs! Again we met in the shelters in the evening
for a chat and a few drinks!

Saturday was a lovely day, so many of us decided to walk down the river to Old Man’s bridge,
stopping for lunch and a drink at the Swan Inn on the way back! Unfortunately, we decided to
go in the opposite direction and got lost three fields away from the rally, so finally Bryan walked



along the road with Ghost, got the car and picked me and Wolfie up! We soon cheered up at the
Pimm’s evening which Heather & co. organised for us! It was a beautiful evening, which

everyone attended and enjoyed.
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On Sunday we went to Didcot Railway Museum, which was very interesting (with dogs). We
visited the book shop and model railway, museum and engine and carriage sheds. We had a

pasty and chips for lunch then had rides on a diesel and steam trains. There had been talk of
visiting the Farmer’s Dog (owned by Jeremy Clarkson) as a group, but sadly this didn’t happen
due to a publicity event which Jeremy was holding at the venue. We made up for this by having
several drinks at the rally field instead, complete with Dillwyn’s rendering of some Welsh songs
forus all!

On Monday we went into Wantage to fill up our gas bottle which ran out on Sunday night. We
had a walk around the town where King Alfred’s statue dominates the town square! (I
remembered this fact from my childhood, when my aunty used to take me on the bus to
Wantage from Stanford in the Vale where she lived). The rally marshals held a cream tea at 4pm
which was truly scrumptious; followed by Flag as several outfits were leaving on Tuesday to go
to set up the Works Rally. After flag and raffle we took the Colman shelters down ready for
transportation and onward journeys.

This was a lovely, peaceful rally, and our thanks must go to the Rally marshals, Judy and John,
Dillwyn and Heather for a wonderful few days. Carol & Bryan Emary.



